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FRIENDS  

OF SUNSET PARK
www.friendsofsunsetpark.org � friendsofsp@yahoo.com � P.O.Box 5823, Santa Monica, CA 90409-5823 � (310) 358-7117

June 3, 2010

To: Mr. Randal Lawson
Executive Vice President
Santa Monica College
1900 Pico Boulevard
Santa Monica, CA 90405

From: Board of Directors
Friends of Sunset Park
P.O. Box 5823
Santa Monica, CA 90405

RE: Comments regarding the adequacy and completeness of the SMC Facilities Master Plan
(2010 Update) Draft EIR (due by 5 PM on June 4, 2010) – Comments to be included in the EIR

1.    Access to the Draft EIR documents:

a.    Notice of availability of the Draft EIR

SMC’s public notice in the Santa Monica Daily Press, dated 04/22/10, was illegi-
ble due to the extremely small font size and use of gray ink on gray background.
The subsequent Daily Press notices, including 5/25/10, were published very close
to the June 4 comment deadline and, while more legible, were also misleading as
the replacement of Corsair Stadium was not listed.

b.    Availability of Draft EIR documents

Having hard copies of the documents available only at the Administration Building,
and only during business hours Monday through Friday, does not make them
available for residents who work 9-to-5 jobs.

Only one hard copy was made available to the local neighborhood organization,
Friends of Sunset Park. We don’t know if hard copies were made available to:

i.    the Pico Neighborhood Association,
ii.    John Adams Middle School,
iii.    the pre-school on the John Adams campus,
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iv.    Will Rogers Elementary School (between 14  and 16  Streets),th th

v.    the pre-school adjacent to the church on the SW corner of Pearl and 16 , orth

vi.    the WISE and Healthy Aging adult daycare center on Pico just west of 16  St.th

When a resident living near the college requested a hard copy, it took 2 weeks for
the college to provide that. With $590 million in bond money at its disposal from
the last three ballot measures (Measure U in 2002, Measure S in 2004, and Mea-
sure AA in 2008), we don’t understand the college’s inability to provide these
documents in a timely manner.

c.    Protected status of online DEIR files

The documents posted online at www.smc.edu/facilities_masterplan contain up to
48 megabytes, more than many people can download on their home computers.
Due to the “protected” pdf status of the online document, “copy and paste” com-
mands are disabled. In order to quote language from the document, one has to try
to print out and then re-type the sections under discussion.

Conclusion: The result is that many residents living near the SMC campuses and
parents of children attending schools nearby have not have adequate access to the
information needed in order to comment on the Draft EIR. The public process is
thwarted when this happens.

This is especially galling since these same residents are providing the funds for the
proposed construction projects in the plan.

2.    Adequate information not included in the DEIR:

The DEIR is incomplete, as it does not address, for example, the impact demolishing
and rebuilding the 3-story cement Corsair Stadium will have on schools and homes
around the Main Campus.

The following issues will have to be explained in the EIR:

The EIR will have to list guarantees to assure neighbors, and parents of school children
from any of the schools surrounding this location, that SMC is prepared to deal with
lawsuits ensuing from health problems resulting from concrete dust created by the
demolition and rebuilding of the stadium.

The EIR also will have to list guarantees to homeowners/neighbors that SMC will
repair structural and other potential damage created by the replacement of the sta-
dium.

Page II-21, paragraph 1) states that the concrete stadium structure is showing some
deterioration of the concrete and does not meet current seismic standards. We do not
dispute that. We are requesting, however, that the Corsair Stadium be repaired prop-
erly and retrofitted. Building handicap access can be incorporated in this process.
Relocating the ESL buildings will provide space for this adjustment.
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The EIR will have to show, in detail, the option and the results of repairing and retro-
fitting of the stadium, with inclusion of handicap access.

Page II-21, paragraph 2) states: To provide for a central plant. A central heating and
cooling system for the Main Campus would provide cost savings and energy savings.

We do not dispute this. However, the exact location of this proposed central plant is
not included.

Page IV, K-1, Main Campus, paragraph 4) The omission of Will Rogers Elementary
School, the Preschool on 17  St. just south of Pearl, the Preschool adjacent to theth

church on the SW corner of Pearl and 16  Street, and Mount Olive Preschool on 14th th

St. is unacceptable. Children at these schools, in addition to John Adams Middle
School, will be negatively affected by concrete dust and noise. Depending on weather
conditions, even Grant Elementary School, as well as the neighborhoods south and
east of the college, will be affected. So will Pico Neighborhood residents.

The EIR will have to explain in details, the process of Asbestos testing and removal, as
well as concrete dust containment, during the planned demolition and rebuilding.

Santa Monica College Career & Educational Facilities Master Plan 2010 Update

Draft, 4.0 Project Criteria, page 45, 4.6.2 Health/P.E./Fitness/Dance Central Plan,
paragraph 3) states: Some facilities of the Central Plant are built underground and
may be located in the Corsair Field area.

The Central Plant is not discussed in the following Program and Performance sec-
tions.

The EIR will have to state, very clearly, where this Central Plant will be built.

What else is the college planning to build under the Corsair Field, without proper
notification to the public?

The EIR will have to state, in detail, any other plans the college has for the Corsair
Field.

Does the college, for example, have undisclosed plans for developing a new perfor-
mance venue at Corsair Field? Is the vision to have it become another Universal
Amphitheatre, a new Greek Theatre, a mini-Hollywood Bowl, right across the street
from homes? During a recent “Celebrate America!” event, the amplified “music” from
the stadium could be heard all the way down to Dewey St., next to Penmar Golf
Course.

Sunset Park does not aspire to become a “college town,” nor does it aspire to become
the Entertainment Capitol of the World.

Conclusion Regarding Corsair Stadium: We request that the college choose the No
Project Alternative for the Corsair Stadium. Repairing properly, retrofitting and adding
handicap access is a practical and far less expensive solution than demolishing and
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rebuilding. The stadium has been used repeatedly and has apparently been function-
ing safely since the 1994 earthquake, so we don’t understand the need to replace,
rather than repair.

3.    Transportation/Traffic/Parking:

a.    Page IV.J-55 – Traffic Analysis – 29 intersections “are determined to have significant
traffic impacts due to the Project” including Lincoln at Pico and Ocean Park Blvd.,
18  at Pico and Ocean Park Blvd., 20  at Olympic and Pearl, 21  and 22  atth th st nd

Ocean Park Blvd., 23  at Pico, Pearl, and Ocean Park Blvd., Cloverfield at therd

I-10 and Pearl, Stewart at Exposition, etc.

The EIR will have to state mitigations for those traffic impacts.

b.    Page IV.J-61 – Street Segment Impacts – The proposed update is expected to create
siginificant impacts at 13 studied street segments, including 14  St., Pearl St., 20th th

St., 23  St., Colorado Avenue, Stewart St., and Yale St.rd

The EIR will have to state mitigations for those street segment impacts.

c.    Page IV.J-62 – Bus transportation – This section suggests that the solution to an
overabundance of bus routes on residential streets near the Main Campus (Cross-
town, Sunset Ride, SMC Commuter, Bundy Evening Shuttle, and the Intercampus
Shuttle) is to have the Crosstown route stop at Pico, rather than continuing south
to Ocean Park Blvd.

The Crosstown is the one bus route that serves residents, so to shorten its route so
that it no longer connects with the #8 bus line on Ocean Park Blvd. solves noth-
ing. The solution is to re-route the college-serving bus routes off of residential
streets and onto arterials.

The EIR will have to state solutions other than shortening the Crosstown route.

d.    Cycling issues: The document lacks an analysis of the current conditions for bicycle
traffic near the various campuses. No baseline bicycle traffic counts are included,
although the U.S. Department of Transportation requires traffic counts for “active
transportation trips.” (www.dot.gov/affairs/2010/bicycle-ped.html)

The study does not seem to address the current lack of a safe bicycle route from
17  St. and Pico onto the Main Campus, or a safe route across the campus fromth

17  and Pico to 17  and Pearl.th th

The EIR will have to provide the missing information and include options for im-
proving bicycle access to the various campuses, as well as a safe bike route across
the Main Campus.
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4.    Inaccurate information on college enrollment.

The documents state the SMC enrollment at 30,000. According to the California
Community College Chancellor’s Office, enrollment in Fall 2009 was 32,327, includ-
ing 2,103 students from out-of-state, and 2,954 students from foreign countries.

The EIR will have to include accurate enrollment information.

5.    Providing facilities for an ever-growing SMC enrollment

At its July 7, 2009 meeting, the SMC Board of Trustees budgeted $681,700 for
advertising in 2009-2010 for student recruitment (KPWR 105.9 FM Radio, KROQ
106.7 FM Radio, LA Weekly newspaper, Santa Monica Daily Press, La Opinion
newspaper, Los Angeles Sentinel, Korean Directory, SurfSantaMonica.com, Big Blue
Bus, Facebook, Google, and Fluid Design).

The current document does not show how all the planned projects will be funded.

The EIR will have to state the number of future facilities bond measures, and the
amount to be included in each, that the college plans to put on the ballot for Santa
Monica and Malibu residents to pay for all of the facilities included in the Master Plan
Update. 


