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Question 1: Airport
Question: In the 1984 Agreement between 

the City of Santa Monica and the FAA, 
the City agreed to operate the Santa 
Monica Airport until 2015. In addi-
tion, when the 1984 Agreement expires, 
all the leases at the airport (short and 
long term) will expire giving the city 
enormous parameters in changing the 
character of the airport property. When 
this Agreement expires, how do you envi-
sion the future of the 227-acre airport 
property? 

Jonathan Mann: Attach to Clover Park. 
Keep an emergency helipad and cre-
ate a giant flea/farmers market on the 
runway; free to residents. Build low 
income housing only for workers in 
Santa Monica who earn a living wage 
or less. Keep galleries, etc. and maintain 
the hangers for alternate use (industrial 
grow medical marijuana?). 

Bob Seldon: I believe the initial question is 
“what do the adjacent neighborhoods 
want?” I do not believe that the use of 

Question 9: 
Development

Question: If elected, how would you decide 
which development agreements in the 
Pico and Sunset Park neighborhoods 
to support?

Jonathan Mann: I have long been an op-
ponent of so called slow growth, smart 
growth and especially the LUCE!

Bob Seldon: I am fundamentally against 
the use of development agreements to 
begin with, and in favor of downzoning 
areas that are already heavily impacted 
by overdensification. In general, I would 
lean heavily towards supporting only 
those development agreements that met 
the approval of the neighborhood asso-
ciations for the affected neighborhoods, 
meaning that true public benefits for 
residents had been extracted in return 
for the privileges granted the developer.

Frank Gruber: Each development agree-
ment needs to be analyzed on its own 
merits, but generally speaking I am 

Question 13: 
City Expenditures

Question: The City of Santa Monica spent 
$583 million in FY 2011–12. What 
strategies would you support in order 
to control city expenditures?

Jonathan Mann: Audit the entire budget 
online in a virtual town hall on the city 
website; cut waste, get rid of deadwood 
(especially in management) and freeze 
on hiring, especially non residents.

Bob Seldon: Pay careful attention to the 
agenda’s Consent items, since much 
money is spent on those items with little 
or no discussion. Cut expenditures on 
consultants and rely more heavily on 
neighborhood representatives’ input 
that is honestly collected and devoid 
of games that are sometimes played to 
reach predetermined outcomes. Re-
view each large item to determine if 
the amount seems reasonable and, if 
not, how the cost could be significantly 
reduced. Question staff about time-
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City Council Candidates Answer Questions from the FOSP Board

On August 31st, the Friends of Sunset Park Board emailed 
a questionnaire to all 15 Santa Monica City Council 
candidates who have qualified for the ballot. 

We’re posting the candidates’ responses, in the order in which 
they are received, on our web site. Go to www.FriendsofSunset-
Park.org, click on “What’s New” and, on the right-side menu, 
click on “City Council Candidate Questionnaire 2012.” Or, go 
directly to http://www.friendsofsunsetpark.org/city-council-
candidate-questionnaire-2012/

The candidates who will be listed on the ballot are Gleam 
Davis, Shari Davis, Steve Duron, Roberto Gomez, Frank Gruber, 
Terence Later, Jonathan Mann, Richard McKinnon, Armen Mel-

konians, Terry O’Day, Jerry Rubin, Bob Seldon, John Cyrus 
Smith, Tony Vazquez, and Ted Winterer.

All of their candidate statements, web sites, and contact infor-
mation are posted on the City Clerk’s web site at http://www.
smgov.net/Departments/Clerk/Elections/2012/2012_Quali-
fied_City_Council_Candidates.aspx

Below are responses to some of the FOSP Board’s questions 
from the eight City Council candidates who had responded as 
of October 1st. 

Responses to all the questions are posted at http://www.friend-
sofsunsetpark.org/city-council-candidate-questionnaire-2012/
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Question 14: Santa Monica College
Question: Fall semester enrollment at Santa Monica College increased from 22,393 in 1994 to 35,229 in 2009, a 57% increase. 

About 85% of the SMC students live in the Los Angeles Community College District (9 campuses) or come from out-of-state or 
from other countries. What can the city do to reduce the traffic and parking impacts of the SMC Main Campus on residents?

Jonathan Mann: Cut the price of the 
monthly BBB passes in half for residents 
and city workers who park out of city 
limits. Free transfers for all. No charge 
for students and seniors. Students who 
attended school in Santa Monica should 
have priority in registration followed by 
other California students, than out of 
state, then foreign!

Bob Seldon: I support working closely with 
the affected neighborhoods, setting up 
regular meetings with neighborhood 
representatives and college personnel to 
brainstorm measures that reduce pres-
sure on the neighborhood, making it 
clear that the issues must be constantly 

addresses, and that college growth will 
no longer be supported at the expense 
of the neighborhood. If acceptable to 
the neighborhood, one possibility is 
leasing or operating an area adjacent 
the main campus (and/or the uncoupled 
“westerly” portion of the airport) as a 
“Parking by Permit” zone, and selling a 
limited number of permits that make it 
cheaper to come to school by alternative 
transportation.

Frank Gruber: First, it’s important to real-
ize that although College enrollment 
has increased, it’s spread around more 
campuses. Second, the City and the 
College need to continue to develop 

innovative transit alternatives, such as 
more express bus and shuttle services 
to neighborhoods where students live. 
Third, we should consider developing 
housing alternatives for students along 
transit routes leading to SMC.

Richard McKinnon: Work with the College 
to increase the 50% of students arriv-
ing by bus, to 80% by public transport, 
within three years. Expo has to be the 
greatest game changer for the College 
and neighborhood despite the over-
investment of capital in parking struc-
tures. Strengthen TDM for college staff. 
Insist on resident permit parking and 
step up code enforcement. 

Question 11: Expo Light Rail
Question: What policies would you support to enable the city to cope, logistically and financially, with the influx of daily visitors in 

2016 when the Expo Light Rail goes into operation? 

Jonathan Mann: Much more input from 
residents impacted by this project!

Bob Seldon: Here, I would again look to the 
affected neighborhoods for input. But 
I do not believe there is going to be a 
large influx of people despite what the 
City is claiming. Only people living very 
near or along the Expo line are likely 
to use it, many of whom now come 
to Santa Monica in their cars anyway. 
Consequently, I am against spending 
any City money to “cope...with the in-
flux.” I would prefer to instead put that 
money into our schools, auditorium and 
resident services, and follow policies 
of minimal rail accommodation and 
minimal densification. 

Frank Gruber: This will be a good problem 
to have, in that users of Expo will by 
definition not be in cars, and at least 
some of them will be former vehicle-
driving commuters. That being the said, 
we need to improve our connecting bus 
services. But this is something we need 
to do in any case to allow Santa Monica 
residents access to Expo.

Richard McKinnon: The Expo line will 
change our City. There will be a strong 
impact on circulation. It will also en-
hance our public transport options. The 
issue is how to connect the City to this 
transformation. It requires immediate 
focus across City Departments; offers 
the chance to strengthen TDM for com-
mercial activities; push bike connectivity, 
upgrade BBBus, particularly on north-
south routes; and look at how we stop 
cut through traffic. 

Gleam Davis: I support infrastructure 
improvements such as the Colorado 
Esplanade that will improve automo-
bile, bicycle, and pedestrian circulation 
around the stations and throughout the 
City. I also believe that the City should 
implement a system of local circulation 
routes (akin to the DASH in downtown 
LA) that will help Expo riders (and oth-
ers) move throughout the City without 
the need for a car.

John Cyrus Smith: I love mass transit. I have 
seen it work in Washington DAC, At-

lanta, SF, Denver, Portland, Vancouver, 
Chicago, NY, the East Coast, and in 
Paris, London, Germany and France. 
I think, logistically, out Big Blue Bus 
system must supplement and connect 
to Expo so more people will ride Expo 
to and from our city. We do not need 
a “Taj Mahal” Expo station at 4th and 
Colorado, but a functional station that 
supports its ridership. 

Terry O’Day: The city is investing in pedes-
trian, bike and transit improvements. 
We are modeling and investing in new 
circulation strategies. We have installed 
the technology to dynamically monitor 
and control our intersections. We are 
aligning them with rail service.

Ted Winterer: We should, as funding is 
available, build the Colorado Esplanade 
to accommodate pedestrian traffic from 
the Expo terminus and likewise en-
hance biking and walking connections 
to other rail stops. And the Big Blue Bus 
should develop a network of intracity 
shuttles connecting to the Expo line.

Continued on page 4
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Airport, continued from page 1

the site should be imposed from above, 
but should be the result of neighborhood 
representatives working closely with 
council members, airport commission-
ers, planners and City financial people 
right from the beginning. The foregoing 
aside, I currently believe that one pos-
sible solution is to detach the “westerly” 
portion of land to shorten the runways 
and eliminate jets and larger planes, 
but keep the remaining portion of the 
airport (with operations appropriately 
limited) to fulfill our obligation to the 
Federal government.

Frank Gruber: In my opinion, the 1984 
agreement clearly contemplated that the 
City would have the right to close the 
airport, and it’s FAA “revisionism” to 
say otherwise. Closing the airport will 
entail litigation but closing the airport 
was the City’s goal in 1981 and should 
still be the goal. At a minimum, the 
City should be able to terminate leases 
with the flight schools and other opera-
tors and try to take back the Quitclaim 

frames for purchasing, and whether the purchase can be 
postponed to salvage more use from the equipment and save 
money in the long run. 

Frank Gruber: In general I would save money by closing opera-
tions that have little to do with the City’s mission, such as the 
Civic Auditorium; it’s now being closed, but the City Council 
should never have approved spending $50 million to rehab 
it when the expectation was that operations would still lose 
millions per year. The City need to stop reinventing the wheel; 
we spent hundreds of thousands on designing unique bus 
shelters, when perfectly good ones are available “off the rack.” 
And we still don’t have the bus shelters because they couldn’t 
be bid out at a feasible price!

Richard McKinnon: Use staff attrition to cut staffing costs, change 
business process, institute technological change within the 
City, look at program focus and benchmark the city against 
comparable cities nationally and insist the budget balance.

Gleam Davis: The City has adopted a two-year budget cycle that has 
saved money by creating efficiencies and providing incentives 
for each department to reduce costs. The City’s new budget 
format is more user-friendly which allows council persons and 
residents to better understand how the City spends its money 

City Expenditures, continued from page 1

Parcel and close the western 2000 feet 
of the runway.

Richard McKinnon: In 2015 the Western 
end of the airport is reclaimed by the 
City, the runway shortened, commer-
cial leases terminated, sales of lead gas 
stopped, flight schools banned, there 
are caps on movements and any subsi-
dization of the airport ceased. The City 
then begins to run a smaller airport 
while preparing to shut it completely.

Gleam Davis: In 2015, if we have not been 
able to significantly reduce airport op-
erations and their negative effect on the 
surrounding communities, the City will 
have the opportunity to try and close the 
airport. If the airport is closed, then I 
think that there should be an inclusive 
public process that explores many dif-
ferent options for future use of the land. 
There have been many interesting sug-
gestions for the land but I would prefer 
to hear from the community before 
deciding how the land might be utilized.

John Cyrus Smith: As either a limited use 
airport with expanded park space and 
other city benefits, or the greatest urban 

park in Santa Monica, where schools, 
teams, citizens and everyone enjoys a 
wide array of activities. Perhaps part 
could become the future home of a new 
Santa Monica High School. Or maybe 
hangars can be turned into studios to 
bring movie and TV business to the 
site and generate revenue for the city. It 
must not fall into the hands of develop-
ers and become another Playa Vista.

Terry O’Day: Either a scaled-back airport 
that reduces the pollution and noise 
from operations while increasing the 
safety, or no airport at all.

Ted Winterer: The City should close the 
2000 feet of runway acquired by the 
1949 Quitclaim Deed and terminate 
agreements with the flight schools. In 
addition, sales of aviation fuel and leas-
ing to uses incompatible with neighbor-
ing land uses should be discontinued. 
This will result in a smaller airport with 
fewer flights and impacts, at which point 
we should endeavor to shut down SMO 
entirely and convert the acreage to 
parks, open space and a solar farm for 
generating renewable energy.

and where there might be potential savings.
John Cyrus Smith: Budget leadership means setting priorities, 

such as schools, children, seniors, infrastructure, public safety 
and parks. You favor programs and projects that benefit the 
most people. The 2nd-biggest item on next year’s budget is $97 
million for “non-departmental” expenditures. I’d start there. 
That 20% of our budget deserves scrutiny. 

Terry O’Day: Our city has many services, as demanded by our 
residents. We can control our costs by making proprietary 
departments break-even, such as the Airport, Annenberg Beach 
House, the Pier, the Cemetery, etc. We also must negotiate 
fairly with our employees to control increases in pension and 
health costs.

Ted Winterer: Enterprise funds such as the Pier, Airport and 
Cemetery should not be subsidized by the General Fund. 
Fewer consultants, especially for fairly common sense solu-
tions, and more work in house: for instance, did the City really 
need to hire a restaurant consultant to ponder the future of 
Chez Jay? Offer staff bonuses for coming in under budget 
and on time for capital projects and annual operations. And 
in flush times stash away more for the inevitable downturn 
in the business cycle.
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Gleam Davis: The budget crisis that has en-
gulfed the entire California Community 
College system probably will cause re-
duced enrollment at SMC. For example, 
SMC recently had to cancel its entire 
winter session. The City should evaluate 
the effect, if any, that these unfortunate 
cutbacks have on traffic. That might 
give it insight as to additional measures 
that SMC or the City could take to 
mitigate traffic if programs are restored. 
In addition, the City should streamline 
the preferential parking process so that 
it doesn’t take years to get a new area 
added to a preferential parking zone or 

SMC, continued from page 2

Election Information and Events 
Voters can check their voter registration 

status prior to Election Day by going 
to http://www.lavote.net/ or by phon-
ing the Los Angeles County Registrar-
Recorder/County Clerk at 1-800-815-
2666

To receive your Official Sample Ballot book-
let via email, go to https://lavote.net/
secured/e_sb/

October 22 – Last day to register to vote – 
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/reg-
ister-to-vote/ 

November 2012 Municipal Election – Santa 
Monica City Clerk’s Office: 310- 458-
8211 http://www.smgov.net/Depart-
ments/Clerk/contentOneColumn.
aspx?id=31691 

in favor of housing (and I want more family-friendly units) 
and I’m against commercial office. Housing within Santa 
Monica helps with our worst traffic problem, which is the 
outside commuters coming in in the morning and jamming 
our streets in the afternoon. I would also push for innova-
tive transit options, such as point-to-point express buses and 
shuttles, to get commuters out of their cars.

Richard McKinnon: In the Planning Commission, I voted against 
the Pico Centinela project on a range of grounds including size, 
car dependency, and proximity to the Freeway of a building 
with hundreds of apartments. You need clear ideas of what 
is neighborhood building and community compatible and 
what is not. My record on the Planning Commission is clear. 

Gleam Davis: My criteria for supporting any development agree-
ment project (in any area of the City) are whether the devel-
opment will have a net positive impact on the surrounding 
community and whether it provides benefits to the City as a 

to change the restrictions.
John Cyrus Smith: I teach at SMC. I see the 

traffic and parking challenges. I think 
the demand merits increased Big Blue 
Bus service at the college. If there is a 
demand for mass transit, we need to 
fill that demand. I also know many of 
the teachers at SMC live somewhere 
else. Again, the Council needs to force 
developers who want to build here, to 
build housing that people who work 
here can afford.

Terry O’Day: We have extended the Any 
Ride Anytime program to encourage 
use of transit. We need to integrate 
with Expo, which will be very valuable 

to students. We can improve circula-
tion among the campuses and reduce 
inter-campus travel each day.

Ted Winterer: City Hall should work with 
SMC to increase student, faculty and 
staff ridership of mass transit, especially 
when the Expo line starts operating. 
And we should create safe bike routes 
between campuses while encouraging 
the College to look at class scheduling 
so that trips between campuses are re-
duced. And the area around the College 
should be designated a special parking 
zone in which preferential parking can 
be ministerially approved.

whole. In analyzing projects, I always try to be mindful that 
we are a built-out City with traffic and parking issues that 
need to be addressed.

John Cyrus Smith: There are too many development agreements 
in Santa Monica. Why have zoning laws if developers don’t 
abide by them when “floating” projects? If a project contains 
housing that people who live here or work here can afford, 
has open space so as to not overwhelm the site, and contains 
adequate parking and pays for any needed traffic it causes, I 
might support it. 

Terry O’Day: I will evaluate each project on its merits, considering 
its fit with the LUCE and existing neighborhood. I will seek 
the maximum beneficial impact to the neighborhood. Develop-
ment should improve our quality of life. Not detract from it.

Ted Winterer: I would support only those DAs which are of ap-
propriate scale for our city, elegantly designed, provide the 
means to mitigate car trips, offer substantial community 
benefits and enhance our quality of life.

Development, continued from page 1

Santa Monica Candidates and Ballot Mea-
sures – http://www.smgov.net/Depart-
ments/Clerk/Elections/2012/Novem-
ber_2012_Municipal_Election_Infor-
mation.aspx

Santa Monica City Council Candidates – 
candidate statements, web sites, and 
contact information – http://www.
smgov.net/Departments/Clerk/Elec-
tions/2012/2012_Qualified_City_
Council_Candidates.aspx

October 10 – “Hometown Forum” – Santa 
Monica Mirror – Candidates for City 
Council – 6:30 pm – Main Library Au-
ditorium, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. – 
310-577-6507

October 11 – “Pros and Cons: Ballot Mea-
sures” – League of Women Voters of 

Santa Monica – State, county, and local 
ballot measures will be discussed. – 7 
pm – Olympic High School Auditorium, 
NW corner of Lincoln & Ocean Park 
Blvd. – Parking entrance on Pine St., 
one block north of OPB, just west of 
Lincoln. 

October 15 – “Squirm Night” – Santa Mon-
ica Daily Press – Candidates for Board 
of Education and City Council – 6 pm 
– Main Library Auditorium – 601 Santa 
Monica Blvd. – 310-458-7737

October 17 – “School Board Candidate 
Forum” – League of Women Voters of 
Santa Monica – SMMUSD District 
Office, 2nd floor, 1651 – 16th St. (just 
north of Olympic Blvd.) 

November 6 – Election Day! 


