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City Services Building
Appeal scheduled at City Council on January 24 at 6:30 pm

A 50,200 sq ft City Services Building, to be located between City Hall and the 
Public Safety Facility, has been approved by the Planning Commission. The 
current budget is $86 million, or $1,720 per square foot.

A recent City Staff report about the building, which was approved by the Planning 
Commission on November 16, 2016, is posted at http://tinyurl.com/zrkttmm

The Planning Commission’s approval of the project is being appealed to the City 
Council by Santa Monica resident David Garden.

Appeal language: We request that the City Services Building Project – Development 
Review Permit (16ENT-140) application be delayed for the following reasons:
1. We are concerned that the proposed “massing” overhangs the historic City Hall 

building on the south side…. 
2. We are concerned that the proposed City Services Building project plan includes 

the building’s own water well, and that since the location is quite close to the Pacific 

Step Up on 26th Street
Zina Josephs

Using an 80-year $6.4 million loan from the city’s Housing Trust Fund, Step Up 
on Second (www.stepuponsecond.org) has purchased three properties at 2621, 
2622, and 2627 26th Street. The circumstances surrounding this loan were not 

disclosed to neighboring residents until six months after the loan was approved. The 
12 one-bedroom apartments will provide permanent housing for Step Up clients. Step 
Up on Second is a social service agency which receives hundreds of thousands of dol-

Santa Monica 
Airport Update

peter DonalD, Chair,
santa MoniCa airport CoMMission

The seemingly endless saga of the 
Airport continues. We welcomed in 
the New Year of 2016 with the ar-

rival of Nelson Hernandez, who was hired 
to specifically guide the City through the 
process of shutting the Airport down. It’s 
taking more time than anticipated, and 
things are proceeding at what some feel 
is a glacial pace, but the City is moving 
with deliberation in a way that it feels will 
not leave it open to legal action that could 
further delay the Airport closing. City of-
ficials are currently looking at closure in 
2018. Meanwhile, jet landings and takeoffs 
increased from 12,853 in 2010 to 15,898 
in 2015.

There are two federal court actions 
that could have bearing on what happens 
to the airport: The first is a 9th District 
ruling due in August that concerns the 

Save the Date!
Concerned Residents Against Airport Pollution will hold a rally 
to protest JetSuiteX beginning “scheduled” service out of Santa 
Monica Airport, starting on February 6 and apparently using 

30-seat Embraer 135 jet aircraft.

Date: Saturday, February 4
Time: 11 aM to 1 pM

Location: Santa Monica Business Park
 

For further information, go to www.JetAirPollution.com

lars in grant funding each year from the 
City of Santa Monica to serve individuals 
with severe and persistent mental illness, 
such as depression, bipolar disorder, and 
schizophrenia. Four of the five Step Up fa-
cilities in Santa Monica provide “supportive 
housing” but are not state-licensed mental 
health facilities. The fifth is a drop-in center.

The Step Up CEO distributed a one-
page flyer entitled “All About Step Up on 
26th Street” that stated, “This Step Up 
project is different from anything we’ve 
done.”

At Step Up on 26th, there will be no 
trained mental health staff onsite 24/7. 
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Step Up, continued from page 1

The Step Up CEO wrote on August 8, 
2016, “We have on site security protocols 
for all our facilities.” Despite that, a man 
was stabbed to death at Step Up on Fifth 
in April 2016.

There were 1,779 “Calls for Service” 
from Step Up facilities in Santa Monica 
to the Santa Monica Police Department 
between November 18, 2011 and Novem-
ber 18, 2016. According to SMPD records, 
there were 218 incidents in 2012; 257 in 
2013; 336 in 2014; 380 in 2015; and 567 
in 2016 (through November 18).

This included five death investigations at 
Step Up on Second between March 2015 
and January 2016. Other calls from Step 
Up on Second involved assaults with a 
deadly weapon, indecent exposure, over-
doses, and sexual assault. 

At Step Up on Fifth, there were 17 arrests 
and 15 calls to the police involving narcot-
ics. At Step Up on Colorado, there were 10 
arrests (fighting, urinating/defecating in 
public, drinking in public, disturbance of 
the peace, etc.), and 12 calls to the police 
involving narcotics. At Daniel’s Village (a 
former 8-room motel), there were 3 calls 
for “FIRE REQUEST POLICE” (Firefight-
ers requesting help from the Police to keep 
onlookers from interfering with their work). 

City’s outright ownership of about 2000 feet of runway. If we can get back control 
of that portion, it would put substantial limits on jet traffic. The other decision is an 
FAA Part 16 hearing, which would decide if our grant obligations were satisfied in 
2015 or 2023. If we are, in fact, free of the grants then we have a lot more leeway to 
limit aircraft operations.

The Airport Commission has been working very hard to bring the Airport up to 
a best practices level by making the noise reports easier to read and compare to past 
records and also to ensure that the new sound monitoring system is upgraded to 
state of the art condition. As well, the Commission has asked City staff to look into 
enforcing noise violations in a way that more aggressively reflects the language of the 
ordinance.

The Commission has also requested that the City raise aircraft insurance require-
ments to reflect the fact that the landing strip exists in a sea of homes with no protec-
tive barriers. A security consultancy has been hired at the Commission’s insistence, as 
the Airport itself makes a “soft target” for bad actors wanting to weaponize jet aircraft. 
Last but not least, the FAA’s L.A. Metroplex plan, which could possibly route noisier 
aircraft over us, has been the subject of debate and the Commission has been trying to 
get the City to pursue the matter more aggressively in court, as other cities have done.

Now that certain grant obligations have expired, the City has evicted most aviation 
tenants with its new powers as landlord. A new development has arisen in the form 
of a “public charter” air carrier named JetSuiteX, which wants to use the Airport for 
small scheduled jet aircraft service.

The City is presently contemplating the most effective response to this reckless 
intrusion, despite the fact that the company has advertised the use of the Airport with-
out having proper clearances. There is a public demonstration planned at the Airport 
on February 4th to protest this new threat to our community. Consult the Concerned 
Residents Against Airport Pollution at https://www.jetairpollution.com for details.

All the while, Airport 2 Park (http://airport2park.org) continues its campaign of 
developing most of the 227 acres of airport land for a Grand Park. It’s a noble effort 
and one we should all support.

Airport, continued from page 1

 Land Use Update
Zina Josephs

2903-2931 Lincoln Blvd. 
A large mixed-use project is proposed on the east side of Lin-

coln, stretching from Ashland Avenue to Wilson Place (includ-
ing the old Lincoln Pipe property). It will be 4 stories high and 
include 46 residential units, 21,266 square feet of retail on Lin-
coln, and 145 underground parking spaces.

The only vehicle access for residents and for deliveries will be 
on Ashland Avenue east of Lincoln. Ashland is a narrow street 
(29 feet wide), essentially wide enough for a one-way street but 
with heavy 2-way traffic due to the traffic signal at Lincoln and 
Ashland. The block east of Lincoln on Ashland is very steep and 
has also been designated as a bicycle route. All of this seems like 
a “perfect storm” on the horizon for Ashland Avenue between 
Lincoln and 10th Street. Meanwhile, construction on 802 Ash-

land/2919 Lincoln Blvd. has commenced including a 30-foot 
excavation directly on the property lines of 10th street residents.

Downtown Community Plan
http://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Plans/Downtown-

Community-Plan/ 
A new website has been created for the Downtown Community 

Plan. This interactive website hosts a variety of commenting and 
public feedback features. Visit www.DowntownSMplan.org to 
view the new website and participate in the process of refining 
the recently released Downtown Community Plan.

Downtown 2030 – Experience how planners analyze the 
future by playing around with their new web tool at http://www.
smgov.net/Departments/PCD/SeeDowntown2030/
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Neighborhood 
Watch Program

Neighborhood Watch is a partnership 
between the Police Department 
and residents that provides you the 

opportunity to get to know your neighbors, 
and allows officers to get to know you and 
your neighborhood. SMPD Crime Pre-
vention Coordinators will show you how 
to protect yourself, your neighbors, and 
your property from crime. Statistical data 
confirms that when neighbors organize, the 
opportunity for crime is drastically reduced. 

How to Join or Start a Neighborhood 
Watch – Contact the Community Rela-
tions Unit at 310-458-8474 to see if there 
are any active groups in your area. If not, 
you can be the first to start one! Concen-
trate your initial efforts on those neighbors 
whom you already know. If your block 
is mostly single family dwellings, invite 
neighbors on both sides of the street and 
adjacent corners. If you live in an apart-
ment or condominium, include everyone 
in your building and in the adjacent build-
ing, as space permits.

Tell your neighbors that you are start-
ing a Neighborhood Watch and need their 
participation. If you can find another will-
ing neighbor to assist you, go safely door-
to-door to introduce yourselves to other 
neighbors. See if any of them can offer 
their home to host the first or future meet-
ings, or find another location such as a 
local school, place of worship, or library.

Tips to Encourage Participation – Once 
you have a group together, call the Com-
munity Relations Unit at 310-458-8474 
to schedule an available date and time for 
your first meeting. Indicate the number 
of households that will attend, so staff 
can provide you with f lyers to distrib-
ute announcing the date, time, location, 
and topic. Have some neighbors help you 
distribute the flyers about 7 to 10 days 
before the meeting, and remind everyone 
by phone or in person about 2 to 3 days 
prior. The Crime Prevention Coordinator 
assigned to your area (Myesha Morrison) 
will assist you in running your first meet-
ing.

See: http://tinyurl.com/gsgw64y
40
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Sunset Park Crime Mapping for 2016
Summary of incidents in the Sunset Park neighborhood during 2016 as 

reported on CrimeMapping.com.

Lincoln Boulevard Update
roger swanson, oCean park assoCiation BoarD MeMBer anD 

Chair, linColn BlvD. task ForCe

The Lincoln Neighborhood Corridor Plan (LiNC) Plan (from the freeway to the 
south city limit) is moving forward in two phases.

Phase I:
Streetscape plan elements in 2017 will focus primarily on connectivity. Also included 

in 2017 will be continued progress on the business-oriented features of the Plan. Key 
City approvals include a first Quarter 2017 review by the Planning Commission and 
Council concept review/approval in April.

Specific connectivity elements include:
1. New crosswalks at Grant, Pine, and Wilson Place, each with pedestrian refuges, 

flashing crosswalk signage, pavement markings, and enhanced pedestrian/street 
lighting

2. Pedestrian refuge medians at all current (Olympic, Pearl, and Hill) and at the new 
crosswalks mentioned above. These medians vary in length.

3. Discussions with the SM Fire Department for their approval of all median designs 
to ensure that emergency vehicles are not impacted negatively

4. 51 side street crosswalks to be stripped to enhance pedestrian safety along Lincoln
5. Pilot of the Priority Bus Lane that adds a lane stripe to demarcate the right travel 

lane and the new Priority Bus Lane, plus signage indicating parking lane closures 
(i.e., northbound 7 to 9 AM; southbound 4 to 7 PM – exact times to be determined)

6. Bike connectors, with signal actuation at Pearl and at Ashland, providing a safe link 
between the bike lanes in Ocean Park and Sunset Park

Other streetscape related changes expected in 2017 include:
1. Approximately 20 new trees
2. Potential new “banner” poles at Marine and Olympic to announce City events, such 

as the Fourth of July Parade, SM Festival, and Main Street Summer Soulstice
The 2017 streetscape enhancements have a projected cost of approximately $2.8 

million and several funding sources have been identified (Propositions A and C, and 
Measure R). Further, coordination/support of various City Departments (Planning, 
Public Works, BBB, and Finance (Capital Improvement Program)) increases success 

continued on page 4
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Board of Directors

Zina Josephs, President
Elaine Blaugrund, Vice President
Charles R. Donaldson, Secretary

Vivien Flitton, Treasurer
Nikki Kolhoff, Land Use Committee Chair

Cathy Larson, Airport Committee Chair
Leigh Brumberg

Peter Donald
Ofer Grossman
Clare Thomas

for the proposed implementation of 2017 activity.
Business oriented plans for Lincoln in 2017 include:

1. Continued efforts to establish a property-owner Business Improvement District
2. Business handbooks guiding businesses through the City’s business permit , 

review process and adaptive reuse.
3. A pilot permit fee waiver program for “paint and planters” tenant improvements
4. A pilot grant program to match business investment for tenant improvements.

Phase II:
This phase of streetscape enhancements will start in 2018 as funds become 

available and will continue for several years:
1. 2,000 feet of planted medians, about one third of the full 6,000 foot project 

length
2. Improved LED streetscape lighting for pedestrian safety and travel lane visibility
3. Multiple side-street bulb-outs
4. Storm water remediation
5. Streetscape amenities, such as planter boxes, street pole banners, and more 

trees,
Total funding for Phase II is approximately $17 million. Follow the LiNC Plan 

progress at www.lincsm.net 

Lincoln Blvd. Task Force, continued from page 3

Santa Monica College 
Update

Board of Trustees – The next regular meet-
ings of the SMC Board of Trustees will be 
held on February 7 at 7 PM in the SMC Board 
Room, Business Building, Room 17, near the 
17th Street entrance to the Main Campus on 
Pico Blvd. Agendas and minutes are posted at 
http://www.smc.edu/ACG/Pages/Trustees-
Meeting-Information.aspx

Spring Semester: Spring semester classes 
will begin on Monday, February 13!

Emergency 
Preparedness

CERT Training See: www.smgov.net/depart-
ments/oem

Emergency Preparedness for Residents The 
City of Santa Monica encourages everyone 
to be prepared for emergencies up to 7 days. 
People should be prepared for emergencies in 
their home, workplace and car.
1. Get a Kit – Food and water; First aid sup-

plies; Contact information; Special needs 
supplies, including kids and pets; flashlight/
radio; Blankets, clothing, sturdy shoes;

2. Have a Plan – Talk with friends and fam-
ily about communicating after a disaster. 
Be sure that all contact information and 
phone numbers are updated. Keep contact 
information on a piece of paper in your 
wallet or purse, not only in cell phones. We 
suggest text messaging, instead of telephone 
calls during and after a disaster. Identify a 
primary and secondary meeting location in 
case your home is in accessible.

3. Be Informed – Visit www.SMalerts.net and 
sign up today.

Ocean, over time, this well may produce water infused with salt. This would 
necessitate the inclusion of a desalination plant inside the building…. 

3. The proposed City Services Building project appears to conflict with City Code 
5.20.060: “No private sewage disposal systems shall be permitted within the 
City….”

4. We are concerned that too much is being attempted for this small footprint 
location…. 

5. Because of the possible health risks to City staff, maintenance contractors and 
the general public due to the potential for the spread of dangerous pathogens 
related to the project’s Composting Toilets and the plans to spread the compost 
material around City Hall planting areas, we request that before any final ap-
proval is granted to this project that the City Council first direct staff to consult 
a professional industrial hygienist….

6. We are concerned that in attempting to qualify for the Living Building Chal-
lenge certification, the City Services Building project has become “financially” 
unsustainable…. Compare the presently proposed City Services Building proj-
ect to the recently opened LEED Gold - African American History & Culture 
Museum on the National Mall in Washington, DC. This new Smithsonian 
building…cost $270 million for 350,000 square feet. This works out to about 
$771 per square foot. The Santa Monica City Services Building, at its current 
$86 million budget and 50,000 square feet, will cost more than twice as much 
at $1,720 per square foot.

7. We are concerned that there was a rush to start the permit application process 
before January 1st, 2017, as apparently, earthquake codes will be changing…. 
We would like to see an analysis of the reasons to “rush” this building and not 
take all new earthquake code requirements into consideration.

From FOSP: Whether you support or oppose this appeal, you can speak during 
Public Comment on January 24 and/or send email to Council@smgov.net with 
“City Services Building” in the subject line. 

City Services Building, continued from page 1

http://www.lincsm.net

